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ou don't have to liv_é_!:f'\‘\.:
there to take a bj Qix\sk\\

in Illinois, but plgfie~
beat the rush. Z\:\:\}”
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\ U lllinQ.l'g\Im;Jeamed brag-

< ging rights as a t '\wm.teta‘f destination.
; ) The state grqw%d.eef-aﬁd plenty of
them. o

Gy
e 2003—-2004 sea-
son, 21 Il ies surrendered deer
that q(\'gh “jhe Department of Natural
Respurcgst Big-Hick Program (minimum
fipéairscore 140 typical and 160 non-typi-
calyarc lc}ossbow minimum score 115
typical m;ljso non-typical). This healthy
ig-deer list included five counties (La
atle, Sangamon, Fulton, Kankakee and
‘/(\ at produced 10 or more trophies in
7\ 200212003 La Salle topped the list, giving
/ (\;f / 8 Big Buck qualifiers.
S __\('\ The Illinois DNR estimates the state hosts
“._#bout 230,000 deer hunters each fall. The
annual kill is slightly more than 100,000
, whitetails. That equates to fairly good odds,
B campicog o ine but ge.tting i1.1 on this fun requires some
e u& . Pplanning; Illinois sells over-the-counter

8 Atee fugiing o s
& R deer permits only to resident bowhunters.
T N Everyone else (resident firearm and non-res-
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ident firearm hunters and archers) (Zgz&ec;@go into the pot for
i te

must apply via lottery draw for
the county they wish to hunt in.
Resident bow permits may be
used statewide. Resident an
non-resident firearm permits
(modern gun and muzzleloa
are valid only in the county
which they are 1ssued
There are three Illinoi d%)
mit lottery applicatio
(April, August and S $
followed by a
only, anterle
drawing for a
Illinois resi;
given the ady, e j this
proc e ing (April
30 dea ited to resi-

dent Traniefs. If you
missc@ drawing,
we legted or don’t have
big resitlent status, the next
ti ce is coming up
. 13. Non-resident hunters
and muzzleloader) and
residesits — including those who
weren't drawn in the first lottery
— can apply. The deadline is the
same for modern gun and muz-
zleloader hunters, but separate
applications are required.

At press time the application
sequence for non-resident
bowhunters was undecided. F,
the 2003-2004 season, out-of-sta
archers could apply by phone and
did, en masse: The DNR sold out
in one day. Hunters were unhap-
py with the process, and game
officials were swamped with calls.

A final round of random daily
drawings will begin Sept. 15 and
continue through Nov. 5, or until
a county’s permit supply is
exhausted. This will be open to
both resident and non-resident
gun hunters. However, hunters
who wait until September to
apply will be pushing their luck,
cautioned Illinois whitetail spe-
cialist Dr. Paul Shelton. The earli-
er an application arrives, the
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e any permits left over

‘\

% sounty we will draw for

e;ﬁ'délly, and the sooner some-
gots their application in the

1," said Shelton. "It's almost a

first come, first served situation.”

Applications for the late winter
antlerless hunt should be avail-
able by mid-October, and the ten-
tative application deadline is
Nov. 12. This hunt is open only
to Illinois residents.

Illinois deer permit applications
are available from all licepse out-
lets or through the D
Residents can apply
non-residents are stj

on the permit form
The Illinois Dep nt o
Conservation Deer it Office

answer any ques-
5 or visit

Here's when and
how to take the
supreme freshwatef
predator.

“om the expan"ﬂw\,?

flats of Lake St. ‘ﬁg the south-
eastern section of Mithighn g the
interconnected laks&p isco

Chain in the Upp ula's
western end, ‘kl &s-rafe the

water. In &e{or on Miller,
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Compass Points North

of Motor City Muskies, "There’

lhe musLie then there'% onrv- Odthcr S0 much the betler

-Du.rmg the fall there is a switch
IIV(‘-bdll lhese water wolvm of orts. Early and late in the day
huge baits of plastic, muLw ..aré still good bets; but, when the
wood, or troll ridiculousl qust lf.\frost is on the pumpkin, don't dis-
you're after the eupr(\mq/gu,dato‘n\/ count the midday periods.
then Michigan w alore e Remember that these fish are in a
you want to fish. ~ heavy feeding cycle and aren't at

During the summarLTIB all afraid of the light. If there is

times to fish for ] \ ‘early  any masochist in you, the fall
and late in the day*er/afl - Qask. If night bite can be downright spec-
a good st}m 1S~P ¢ "I_y:_,}JnU'ULU- tacular.

o~

Inland lakes such as those in the Cisco
Chain are famous for their huge fish.

Trolling is Miller’s preferred-=-_
method on St. Clair. Swim yhiiz.
and Believer baits (huge \\roﬁ?m\ :
and plastic stickbaits) d:he\ \
dominant lures meﬁ‘b& 1&]@!&., y
here. Perch pattepns 41‘1"4110\
favored finish. lrbﬂ, Eh;lo Bu{ph
(ves, that fast), @ 11194 to
12-foot depths ‘B( sm‘e one lure s
placed back )J.D“{D fo\iﬁ)r so and
is running ‘viftrtin the prop wash.

On ll)@?l lana‘la}ps) casting
with a af glide baits, spin-

ner dﬂﬁfl hiar Daits gets the nod.
Mﬁgiw:wﬁ_msl Raps Muskie
KllTl:& and t‘hl' like will all work.
II}'?Tf-coTbmd water, the color

-Ill&lltl‘ﬂ-.-{lhbll”h debatable, seems
4{))9\1{}(9 not hot, it's not." In
o'e.h\\wm ds, work finishes like

| Tixe Yger and chartreuse. In clear
wa-ﬂgr natural finishes like sucker,
whitefish and perch stand out.

Muskie pro Lance Christensen
has two rules when casting, "First,
don't watch the bait — always
watch behind the bait. That's
where you'll see the fish or the
swirl. Second, always finish
retrieves smoothly, no stopping,
with a large figure 8 or a very
exaggerated L-shape.

Nearly 75 percent of &
my fish strike while ,&
I'm ending the retrieve
with these."




