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fhipin

These tips and the right day on Lake St, Clair
will wake you 6 Misky Maniac.

By Capt. Chip Porter

hey eat every

day, these big

toothy critters

' that occupy

the dominant

spot on Lake St. Clair’s

food chain. “They have to

turn on at some time dur-

ing the day in the sum-

mer months,” swears

guide Steve Jones. “Their

metabolisms are just

crankin’.” The key is

being in the right place

while doing the right

thing to take advantage
of the binge.

Because most of Lake
St. Clair is featureless
basin, this fish factory
behaves in a manner
familiar to an open-water
salmon fisherman. The
major difference is that
St. Clair’s basin is shal-
lower than typical

salmon hunting grounds, Legendary St. Clair Guide Don Miller and Musky Guru Jim  west
and these overly vora- Saric admire a typical St. Clair Bullet. As this fishery has
cious muskies are much come alive, the fish have gotten longer. In the past few
higher in the water col- years they have started to add a bit of girth also, with

umn. According to Jones, anglers catching fish up to 40 pounds.

“you can’t troll high
enough; you've got to keep those
baits high if you want to take
‘ advantage of the bite when it
‘ turns on.” These fish move up in
the water column when they
decide to feed.
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The majority of these fish are
homing in on roaming baitfish.
This means that many times you'll
come across a school of them
gorging on the same school of
bait, says Jim Saric, one of the

country’s hottest musky
sticks. “The key to being
consistent on St Clair is
being mobile and finding
the pods of hot fish each
day,” he adds. For this
reason Lake St. Clair
trollers push the speed
envelope.

“You can never troll too
fast or too close to the
boat, either,” adds Jones.
He is among a corps of
Lake St. Clair fishermen
who believe these fish
don’t fear boats and
develop total tunnelvision
when their minds are on
feeding. Speeds begin at
about 3.6 mph in early
June and top off some-
where in the 6 mph range
in the throes of summer.

Specific winds corre-
late with specific bites,
as well. “Big fish love the
winds,”  says
George Unis of Outlaw
Charters. “You may not
catch a bunch of fish,
but most’ll be big. Outta
the southwest is when
you’ll catch the most fish,
though. It may get rolly out
there, 4-footers and maybe 5,
but that southwest wind is pretty
tough to beat for numbers.”

To keep up you'll need to learn
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to
speak St. Clair
Masquinongy (the
local musky lan-
guage). You should
sprinkle your speech with
terms like “meat rod” and
“wash rod,” and colors such as
Dark Frog, Around the World,
and Nine Dollar Bass if you want
to sound like a St. Clair musky
master. Meat rods refer to those
coming off the side of the boat.
Wash rods are the ones set off the
stern that have the baits running
right in the prop wash. For the
uninitiated, there is something
truly awe-inspiring about a big
musky coming up and sucking a
big crankbait right off the back of
the prop while the boat’s clipping
along at 5 mph. As for the colors,
well, you'll need to stop at one of
the local tackle stores and ask to
see them for yourself. Few local
captains run anything fluorescent,

Big Minnow Crankbaits like these
Jakes from Musky Mania Tackle are
just what the St. Clair Musky Doctor
ordered. Make sure that your
crankbaits run true at the excessive
speeds that trigger St. Clair Muskies
into munching.
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is nothing special. Catching
multiple fish per day, some-
times a dozen or more, is a
matter of systematic progres-
) sion. “You've got to be
aware and tenacious to stay
on the fish and keep them
going,” Saric says. “If you
> catch a fish, stay active and

how-
evien
Most of the
popular colors are
natural hues.
Catching a musky on St. Clair

quick photo or two if you
like, but get back on those fish
without losing much time. By
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July:  Lat 4291506, Lon 82051.380

42°30.301, 82°40.972
42°20.357, 82°45.459
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noticing which rod, which
crankbait and what color the fish
bit, you can start to change up
some rods and replicate the fish
catching pattern.” Jones agrees,
but also adds a simple warning:
“The number one thing I see
fisherman do wrong on St. Clair
is fish too deep and too slow.
You've got to cover water quick-
ly and it's got to be in the top 6
feet of the water column.”

The rule of thumb is that in
conditions of limited sunlight
penetration, whether overcast,
windy or turbid, the fish will be
more active and bite better closer
to the boat. In situations of flat
glass calm and high skies, the
emphasis turns towards the plan-
er board rods. “Keep the baits
high, just get them a bit farther
away from the boat on those
tougher days,” says Steve.

Because Lake St. Clair falls on
the Ontario/Michigan boundary,
different rules apply to different
sections of the lake. The number
one rule that affects everyone is
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THlS GAME IS RIGGED, MAN!

These two diagrams show

the different riggings

that St. Clair veter-

ans use when

trolling up some

toothy critters.

Diagram A shows

the three-way setup

with a spoon on the

trailing line and a

deep diving crankbait

on the dropper line. This type of rig is usu-
ally run on the meat rods off the side of the boat.

Diagram B shows the standard rig with a weight in front of the crankbait. The
rule of thumb is that the farther back you run the crankbait, the less weight it
will require. Diagram B is usually run on the wash rods. If you run the heavy
weight, run the bait on a shorter line to maintain it within the magical top 6 feet
of the water column. Some Captains, like George Unis of Outlaw Charters,
elect to run longer wash rods with lighter weights, 40 feet and 4 oz. Musky
Hunter Jim Saric cautions that either long or short can be right, “I let the fish
tell me what they want. If something is dead, I'm changing it up. It can be
gither color or bait style or lead length, but I'm not going to just wash a dead
bait unless it's just been one that's been scorching hot for days.”




Yet another musky falls prey to power trolling on Lake St. Clair.
The trick is to take advantage of the voracious fish's frequent

feeding frenzies.

the number of
rods you can
run. Because
Ontario  only
allows one rod
per fisherman,
you'd better pick
the right rods for
success. Jones
believes that
when your num-
ber of rods is
limited, you’ll
almost always
be better off
closer to the
boat than farther
away on the
boards. Again,
the one mitigat-
ing factor is sun-
light and calm.
Muskies aren't

the fish of 10,000 casts that
people once believed. Top cap-
tains on St. Clair routinely boat
250 to 300 muskies per year all
the way up to 40 pounds. The
key is to cover water, keep the
baits high, and wait out the
fish. These fish have to eat
because in the summer their
metabolisms are racing like a
Maserati. By keeping the baits
high, you are essentially play-
ing to the hungry fish, waiting
them out and making them
come to you. Eventually you'll
run into a ravenous wolfpack of
your own, eating first and ask-
ing questions later!

For information on booking a Lake St.
Clair Musky Trip, call Steve Jones at
810-463-FISH, George Unis at Outlaw
Charters at 519-944-4138, or Don
Miller at 313-429-9551.

MINING FOR MUSKIES

Capt. Steve Jones' motto, “You can't go too fast, fish too high, or fish to close,” is all about waiting for the aggressive feeding
nature of the musky to start and then targeting those fish when they are insanely focused on feeding. His adage pertains to the
m. “There be days when the planer rods perform bet

“meat rods” run off the gunnel and the sh rods” run off the tran
ter, but usually those days are bright and clear and dead flat calm,” cautions Jones. On the Ontario side of the lake, where one

rod per fisherman is the rule, he says to concentrate on the close rods

“In most scenarios where trolling this style in mid-summer, you'll encounter floating debris and weeds,” says Saric. “Because
of this, | troll with the rod tips in the water for two reasons. Firstis to stop the

weeds, as they'll gather on the rod tip and not slide down to the bait and
foul it The second reason is that it helps me to get depth out of the bait

without adding distance to the line,” he adds

One secret that Saric shared with us is that once he hooks a fish, he doesn't

immediately slow the boat. He gets to the rod, removes it from the rod hold

er and gets the rod position he wants to be able to fight the fish and then
slows down. By doing this, he feels he loses fewer fish during the wild
portion of the strike and first run. It also reduces the possibility of intro

ducing slack into the line while picking up the rod or if the fish rushes.




