"Compliments of Meijer Spring 1997

Fltmg Fish /(‘.mp

) Soc Blay s

Prices good Wednesday, April 2 through Sunday, May 4, 1997




| LAKE'NTRAL

e STV AL LA

COVER:
Back Country - Canoe In,

Courtesy of Michael Sieve and

Wild Wings®, Inc. Lake City,

MN 55041-0451.

1-800-445-4833. Moror Ciy
s Muskies
LAKE ’N TRAIL MAGAZINE

is published semi-annually by
Meijer, Inc. 2929 Walker NW,

. Catching the muskie
of a lifetime.
by Mike Gnatkowaki

Grand Rapids, MI 49544. Third

class postage paid by Meijer,

Inc. Copyright by Meijer, Inc.
All Rights Reserved. Contents
may not be reprinted or other-

wise reproduced without written

permission. Articles reflect the
authors’ opinions and not

necessarily that of Meijer. Some

articles are written by out-of-
state writers — please check
your own state’s laws. Please
send address changes to the
address listed above.

STRATEGIES FOR

LAKE °N TRAIL MAGAZINE

is not responsible for unsolicited

contributions, which must
include a stamped, self

addressed envelope for returns,
if necessary. Address all letters,

manuscripts, information and

photos to the Sales Coordinator.

Stawking Trour

Facts to consider before
“the hunt”.
by Kenny Darwin

Sales Coordinator: Deb Lehman

Sales Manager: Kurt Staal

“Thinsulate is a brand name of 3M”

Prices Good only at Meijer

stores April 2 through May 4,

1997, unless otherwise noted.
Some items may be available
only by special order in some
stores.

Hien Arcric
RADVENTURE

A sportsman’s
paradise.

by Ed Sutton

™

Ay

EVIALALANE: S|
Fisi CAMPING AT CRAIG LAKE
StTatE PARK

The perfect wilderness fish
camp destination.

by Debbig B, 5o oo 6
SaLmon-THE Seconp Coming

The latest on salmon in the Great Lakes.

SpriNG Bass TRicks
Tuat Don’t Fan

Several angles of attack.

byukowioBlombes: ............ s 18
Crappie TacTICS

Fun to catch - great to eat.

by Michael R. Veine...........coowsnn 22
Moonvieht WALLEYES

Boating the largest fish between
sunset and sunrise.

by Henry F. Zeman................ccooucvsenucurunee 24
Laxe Erie’s MEGA SMALLMOUTH

Habitat, movement and tactics.

by Mokl 1 28
BLueeiLLs on THE RiSE
The best way to catch bluegills.

Keeping Youncsters Hookep

Advice on teaching the craft.

by Michael R. Veinte ... 38
Free Fishing Davs
Experience the fun, .uiitsssisoprivns 40

Housesoars - KenTucky’s
Froaming Fisn Gamps

The experience and how to get there.

by Soc Clay

Meijer Lake N Trail 3




Mortor City

MuskIEes

or decades, Hayward, Wis.,
 has laid claim to the title
" “Muskie Capital of the
United States.” It's a
moniker it may soon have fo relin-
quish if Michigan's Lake St. Clir
muskie population continues to
‘boom. Where anglers in other
states might fish for years to cap-
‘gm' one legal-sized muskie,
dichard Lake St. Clair muskie
::«::ds often bozl;imnduds "?f
‘uge, trophy muskies in a single
season, all in the shadow of metro-
politan Detroit. iy
- Fact is, Lake St. Clair’s
muskie fishery is unequaled
anywhere in the world, and
there are indications that it
should get even better.

“The muskie fishing on Lake
St. Clair is as good as anyone
can remember right now,” said
Mike Thomas, Fisheries
Research Biologist at the Mt.
Clemens Research Station. “All
indications are that the muskie
population is doing very well in
Lake St. Clair.”

Thomas said that a number of
factors have combined to facili-
tate the explosion in the num-
bers of this top-of-the-line
predator. Thomas sighted a
decrease in exploitation, cleaner
and clearer water, and an
increase in macrophytes or sub-
mergent plants as the reasons St.
Clair’s muskies are flourishing,

Pollution abatement was a

By Mike Gnatkowski ——————

critical first step in starting the
lake’s rebound and surprising-

ly, zebra mussels have added to
the cleansing effect. With better
water quality, a tremendously
diverse aquatic plant communi-
ty began to bloom on Lake St.
Clair. The weeds are important
because they provide a sub-
strate on which sediments can
settle and hold while causing a
filtering effect on suspended
particles in the water.

Clear water favors sight-feed-
ers, like muskies. The macro-
phytes also provide required
habitat for aquatic insect com-
munities which support bait-
fish, as well as yellow perch
and walleyes, that muskies feed
on. It’s a classic example of a
healthy, thriving food chain.

Thomas indicated that one
type of submergent vegetation,
chara, is particularly important
to Lake St. Clair muskies. Vast
beds of chara have become
increasingly common in the
northern part of the lake, near
Anchor Bay, where many of St.

Clair’s muskies spawn.
Muskies are broadcast
spawners and the crevices and
niches in the bottom-hugging
chara makes for ideal muskie
spawning habitat and allows for
better survival of young
muskies. Once muskies hatch,
there is a bounty of food for the
growing fish. New attitudes in
the angling community toward
catch and release of muskies
has insured an ample breeding
stock, too.

Captain Don Miller is all smiles
after landing this 25 Ib. Lake St.
Clair muskie on a July charter.
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